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"Of the three sorts of knowledge proper to a child, —the knowledge
of God, of man, and of the universe, —the knowledge of God ranks
first in importance, is indispensable, and most happy-making." ~
Charlotte Mason




What is Narration?

Simply put, narration is telling back what has been read, heard, or seen. It is an ancient practice
backed up by modern research in how people learn and remember. John Chrysostom, who
lived in the 4t century and is known as one of the greatest Christian preachers, tells parents
how to teach Bible stories to their children. Regarding the story of Cain and Abel, he says, “tell
him this story one evening at supper” and then “ask him saying: ‘Tell me the story’ so that he
may be eager to imitate you.” Telling and re-retelling stories is as old as the scriptures
themselves. The Psalmist even narrates the Exodus several times in poetic form.

When we narrate, we build and strengthen neural pathways that help us to know. The very act
of recalling from the mind strengthens our memory, helps us order our thoughts, and builds our
skill in the use of language. This builds our oral skills and sets the stage for written composition
as children mature. Narration can also be occasionally done in writing as children mature.

Narration is not a summary or a kind of test to see what one knows, but the act of knowing
itself. It is one of the most basic ways to know anything. A narration of the Bible can
incorporate some of the words and style of the Scriptures and will vary based on the age and
skill of the one doing the narration. It is an art that can be developed with patience and
practice.

Narration Sequence

Each Bible lesson composed of six steps that form the sequence of a lesson:

1. Teacher introduces the new text — first the parent would introduce new names, places,
or unfamiliar vocabulary. This could be put on a white board or simply be discussed with
the children. Only include the most important items, you don’t want to get bogged
down and forestall the narrative. The children will not have to know the definition of
every word completely.

2. Student recreation of the old text — the children can be asked to recap the last lesson or
reading. If there is no connection to the current reading, this step can be skipped, or the
parent can introduce the lesson.

3. Reading of the Scriptures — The parent or occasionally an older child reads the day’s
text. Read with reverence and interest.

4. Narration of the Scriptures — The parent then calls upon the child to tell the story back.

5. Grand Conversation — Children can then share their reactions and ask questions. This is
not the time for parents to ask too many questions. A parent could ask “what did you
think about that?” or “what was good and noble in that story?”
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6. Closing — The parent can give the children one or two things to ponder from the reading.
Resist the temptation to explain everything or to preach; these stories should be read
many times during a lifetime.

Bible Translations

The lesson plans assume the use of the English Standard Version of the Bible. If you prefer
another translation you are free to substitute, but the vocabulary highlighted in the lessons
may need to be modified.

Use of a Bible map or Atlas

Throughout the lessons there will be references to The Student Bible Atlas by Tim Dowley. This
will allow the development of mapping skills and give context to the lessons. A world map or
globe might also be of use to show the child where the events occur in contrast to where they
live.

Picture Study

Throughout the lesson plans there will be references to fine artistic renderings of the Bible
events. These can be found online. A great way to end a lesson is to study a great work of art
inspired by the story. Allow the children to simply look at the work of art for several minutes.
Then remove the painting and have the children tell back what they can remember from the
work of art. This will both expose them to great art, building an aesthetic sense, and build their
powers of attention and observation. Then feel free to discuss what everyone sees in the
painting and how it tells the story that was read.

A few things to remember

- Enjoy this time together as a family, it should be a good experience for all, so don’t
stress if it doesn’t go exactly as planned. Children shouldn’t feel pressure to perform.

- We are reading the Word of God, so maintain a reverent attitude. Begin with prayer.

- Do notinterrupt others when they are narrating.

- The idea of narration is very simple, but it isn’t easy. It takes practice to become
proficient.

- If the children are not comprehending all the reading, that is OK. Let them take what
they can from the reading. There will be time later to return for more.

5
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Narration with multiple children
Narration can be done in classrooms, so it is easily done with several children. Here are a
couple of options:

1.

FAQ

The passage can be divided into smaller sections and each child called on to narrate a
different one. Itis best if a child can’t anticipate being called on and so is always ready.
Therefore, vary the order that you call on the children.

A passage can be read, and all the children can narrate the same passage beginning with
the youngest and then the older children can expand and fill in more details. Even the
very young can participate in this way. If the initial narration is complete, there is no
reason to have siblings retell it.

When should we do the Bible lessons? It is recommended to begin the home day with
prayer, perhaps a hymn, and the Bible lesson. Have all the children present. An alternate
would be to do the lesson in the evening when both parents could participate.

What if my child’s narrations are too short? There a several things to do if a child’s
narrations are too brief. The first thing to try would be to wait long enough for them to
add more and then ask, “what else?” You might have to use “what else?” often for a
beginning narrator. Having a parent or older student take a turn occasionally to model
what a full narration would be like is also helpful.

Is it OK to narrate using the exact words of scripture? Narrations are not meant to be
exact copies of the stories. They should be in the child’s own words; however, some
Scripture words and phrases are fine and should be encouraged.

What if my child’s narrations are poor quality? Remain patient and try not to put a lot
of pressure on the child. The purpose of the narration is not to test them, but to help
them learn. You may need to explain to them the purpose. Next, they may need to hear
what a good narration sounds like from either a parent or a sibling. It could take months
of practice to become proficient at narrating.

What if my child refuses to narrate? Try a much shorter passage, even down to one
sentence if needed. Be as positive and encouraging as possible. You can also start the
narration yourself and then ask the child to continue or assist with a few parts.

Can we read a commentary along with our reading and narrating? A commentary can
be very helpful to the parent and with more mature students a few lines or paragraphs
might be shared together at the end of the narration sequence. However, the stress
should be on reading and knowing the text of the Bible foremost.




Lesson 1: The Coming of the King

Bible Text: Matthew 1:18 to 2:23

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Jesus Bethlehem of Judea betrothed!

Mary and Joseph Egypt virgin?

Herod the king Nazareth Frankincense and myrrh?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children point to Bethlehem of Judea on page 22 of the Bible atlas. A

world map or globe can also be used to show the larger context.
2. Review any important new vocabulary and names.

3. Tell the children that this story is about the miraculous birth of our great King.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for

narration. (Note: Lesson readings can be divided into smaller chunks if necessary.)

1. Parent reads Matthew 1:18-25.

N

story, it began ‘Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way...””)
Parent reads Matthew 2: 1-12.

Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 2: 13-23.

Student narration.

oukw

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Show on the map (pg. 20-21) how God protected Jesus by sending his family to

Egypt.
2. Ask the children what they saw in the story that was good or beautiful?

Other: Show picture of The Adoration of the Magi by Peter Paul Rubens.

! Pledged or promised to be married
2 Innocent and unmarried girl
3 Precious oils or incense

Student narration. (Parent may say, “Please tell back the story.” or “Tell us the




Lesson 2: How the King was Crowned, and Went Forth to Battle

Bible Text: Matthew 3:1 to 4:11

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

John the Baptist Wilderness of Judea repent?!

Pharisees & Sadducees Jerusalem baptize?
Jordan River tempted?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

i

Have the children retell the story of Christ’s birth.

Have the children point to the three locations on page 22 of the atlas.

Review new names and important new vocabulary.

Tell the children that this story is about Jesus being anointed King and preparing
to fight the enemy.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for

narration.

Student narration.

Student narration.

ounkwnNnpeE

Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 3:1-12.

Parent reads Matthew 3:13-17.

Parent reads Matthew 4:1-11.

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Ask the children what they saw that was good or beautiful in the story?
2. How did Jesus prepare to face temptation? Did you notice how Jesus resisted the

tempter?

!'To turn from sin and pursue the good
2 To immerse in or wash with water

3 To try and get someone to do what they shouldn’t do




Lesson 3: The Kingdom and its Laws

Bible Text: Matthew 4:12 to 5:26

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

James son of Zebedee Galilee gospel?

John (brother of James) | Capernaum blessed?
Sea of Galilee

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children retell the story of Jesus’s temptation from the last lesson.
2. Have the children point to the City of Capernaum and the Sea of Galilee on page
23 of the atlas.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration. (Bible reading can be split into smaller sections if needed.)

Parent reads Matthew 4:12-25.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 5:1-12.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 5:13-26.
Student narration.

oukwnNeE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Bring out Christ’s message to his disciples about the need to repent and follow
Jesus.

Other: Have the children draw their own picture of the men fishing.

! Good news of the Kingdom
* happy




Lesson 4: The Schooling for the Kingdom

Bible Text: Matthew 5:27 to 6:24

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Gentiles oath?
trespasses?
fasting/fast?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Parents can use their discretion on whether to read Jesus’s teaching on lust and
adultery in Matthew 5:27-32.

2. Remind the children that they are about to hear more of Christ the King’s
teaching to his people.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 5:27-32.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 5:33-48.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 6:1-15.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 6:16-24.
Student narration.

O NV WNE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Ask the children what they saw that was good or beautiful in Christ’s teaching?

2. What questions do the children have?

3. Bring out the idea that sin is so destructive that we should go to great lengths to
avoid it.

! A special kind of promise
2 Sin or debt
3 To not eat food for a while to build self-control

10




Lesson 5: The Teaching of the Kingdom (continued)

Bible Text: Matthew 6:25 to 7:29

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

anxious?!

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Review any important new vocabulary from the passage.
2. Remind the children that they are about to hear more of Christ the King’s
teaching to his people.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 6:25-34.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 7:1-11.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 7:12-29.
Student narration.

ounbkhwneE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Help the children understand the Golden Rule in Matthew 7:12.
2. Ask the children if they have any questions?

Other: An object lesson comparing a rock to some sand might bring the imagery of

Matthew 7:24-27 to life.

! Worry or thinking too much about something in the future.
11




Lesson 6: The “Signs” of the Kingdom

Bible Text: Matthew 8:1-34

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Capernaum Leprosy/leper?

Sea of Galilee

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children point to Capernaum and the Sea of Galilee on page 22 of the
atlas.

2. Tell the children that this story is about Jesus demonstrating his power over
disease and nature.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 8:1-13.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 8:14-27.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 8:28-34.
Student narration.

ounkwnNeE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Ask the children what they saw that was good or beautiful in the story?
2. Bring out the power of Jesus over nature and disease.

Other: Do a picture study of Rembrandt’s The Storm on the Sea of Galilee.

' A skin disease
12
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Lesson 7: More “Signs” of the Kingdom

Bible Text: Matthew 9:1-35

Written on the white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Matthew paralytic?

Pharisees blaspheming?
fast/fasting®
mute*

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson concerning the power of Jesus over
disease.

2. Review any vocabulary that is important to the lesson.

3. Tell the children that in this story Jesus continues to show His power over disease
as He proclaims the gospel of the Kingdom.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 9:1-13.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 9:14-26.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 9:27-35.
Student narration.

ounkwnNeE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. What does this story show us about Jesus?

! A person who cannot walk

2 Showing disrespect for God and his Laws

3 To go without eating for a religious purpose
4 A person who cannot speak

13




Lesson 8: How the King Sent Forth Ambassadors

Bible Text: Matthew 10:1-42

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names (12 Disciples) Places Vocabulary
Simon Peter and Andrew (brothers) Gentiles!?
James and John (brothers) Samaritans?

Philip and Bartholomew

Thomas and Matthew, the tax collector

James and Thaddaeus

Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1.
2.

Have the children recall the previous lesson.
In this story, Jesus sends out his twelve disciples performing miracles and
spreading the Gospel.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

o unhkwnNeR

Parent reads Matthew 10:1-15.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 10:16-33.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 10:34-42.
Student narration.

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1.

The Disciples were sent out as messengers of the Gospel. We are also called to be
messengers. How can we continue to spread Christ’s message?

You may want to discuss several of these themes as a family: persecution, dying
to self, priority of our loves.

! People who were not Jewish
2 People who lived in Samaria

14




Lesson 9: Discouragements

Bible Text: Matthew 11:1-30

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary
John the Baptist Chorazin lepers?
Bethsaida yoke?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Recall the previous lesson concerning the sending out of the Apostles.

2. Have the children find the places on p. 22 in their Bible atlas.

3. Inthis lesson, we will see Jesus offer a warning to the unrepentant and an
invitation to those who put their trust in Him.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 11:1-6.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 11:7-19.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 11:20-30.
Student narration.

oV, wNPRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Jesus offers a strong warning to the people who saw His mighty works and yet did
not repent. How can we repent (turn away from sin and turn to Christ)?

2. At the end of the passage, Jesus offers an invitation to come to Him and find rest.
What do you think He means by “rest” and how do we find it in Him?

! A person suffering from a terrible skin disease
2 The wooden frame joining two animals for pulling heavy loads; In this verse, it refers joining ourselves to Christ.

15
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Lesson 10: How to Keep Sunday

Bible Text: Matthew 12:1-37

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Beelzebul! Sabbath?
withered hand?
blasphemy*

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson with as much detail as they can.
2. Tell the children that during this time in Jesus’s ministry, the Pharisees are
continuing to confront and accuse Jesus of breaking the law. In this story, the

Pharisees accuse Jesus of breaking the Sabbath.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for

narration.

O NO R WDNE

Parent reads Matthew 12:1-8.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 12:9-14.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 12:15-32.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 12:33-37.
Student narration.

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. What does the story of the withered hand show us about Jesus?
2. Discuss as a family what it means to “keep the Sabbath”.

! Satan, the enemy

2 A day of rest, for the Jews this was Saturday

3 Hand ridden with disease and made weak
4 Tarnishing the Name of God




Lesson 11: The Parable of the Sower

Bible Text: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

parable?

sower/sow?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Tell the children great crowds are gathering to hear the teachings of Jesus.

2. Inthis lesson, we will see Jesus teach by telling a parable. A parable is a story
about one thing the people know that illustrates or teaches about a greater
spiritual truth.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 13:1-9.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 13:18-23.
Student narration.

P wnNPR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Ask the children what questions they have.
2. How can we cultivate our own hearts so that God’s Word grows within us and
bears fruit?

Other: Do a picture study of Pieter Bruegel the Elder’s Parable of the Sower.

! A story used to teach a lesson
2 One who plants seeds; to plant seeds

17




Lesson 12: More Parables of the Kingdom

Bible Text: Matthew 13:24-52

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

parable?

leaven?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Tell the children great crowds are gathering to hear more of the teachings of
Jesus.

2. Inthis lesson, we will see Jesus continuing to teach by telling parables.
Remember, a parable is a story about one thing that illustrates or teaches about a
greater spiritual truth.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 13:24-30.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 13:31-43.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 13:44-52.
Student narration.

oV hkwNPE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. What was your favorite parable and why?
2. What things do we learn about the kingdom of God from these parables?

! A story used to teach a lesson
2 The thing that makes bread rise and expand

18
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Lesson 13: At Caesarea Philippi

Bible Text: Matthew 15:21-16:23

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Canaanite woman Tyre and Sidon compassion'

Sea of Galilee

Caesarea Philippi

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1.
2.
3.

Have the children recall the previous lesson.

Find the places on p. 22 of the atlas. Note: Sidon is directly above Tyre.
In this lesson, Jesus continues to show his miraculous power and great
compassion as He preaches the gospel to the crowds.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

O NO R WNRE

Parent reads Matthew 15:21-31.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 15:32-39.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 16:1-12.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 16:13-23.
Student narration.

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1.
2.

In this lesson, we see Jesus have great compassion on the people around him.
Discuss the topic of “compassion” and how we can show compassion to those
around us.

Other: Draw or paint a picture of Jesus feeding the multitude. Another idea is to share
your own meal of “loaves and fishes” as you read.

! A feeling of deep sympathy for others and a strong desire to help

19




Lesson 14: About the Little Ones

Bible Text: Matthew 18:1-14

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

millstone?

sin?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Tell the children that Jesus is going to be talking about what we can learn from
little children as well as the dangers of sin.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 18:1-6.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 18:7-9.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 18:10-14.
Student narration.

o v ks wWwN R

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Tell the children about Christ’s love for them.
2. What do we learn about God from the parable of the lost sheep?

Other: Do a picture study of Let the Children Come to Me by Carl Vogel von Vogelstein.

! Heavy circular stone used for grinding grain into flour
2 Breaking God’s laws or falling short of his standard

20




Lesson 15: About Forgiveness

Bible Text: Matthew 18:15-35

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places

Vocabulary

bind*

settle accounts?

talent®

denarii*

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall one parable from the past lessons.

2. For this lesson, Jesus teaches us about the importance of forgiving one another.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for

narration.

Parent reads Matthew 18:15-20.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 18:21-22.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 18:23-35.
Student narration.

o vk wnNeR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. According to Jesus, what should you do if someone sins against you?

! To forbid by indisputable authority

2 To pay a debt owed

3 Large sum of money (Twenty years’ worth of wages)
4 Small sum of money (A day’s wages)

21




Lesson 16: Making Bargains with God (part 1)

Bible Text: Matthew 19:16-30

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

eternal life!

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson.
2. Intoday’s lesson, Jesus will answer a very important question from a young man,
“what must | do to live forever?”

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 19:16-22.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 19:23-26.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 19:27-30.
Student narration.

o unhkwnNeR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Compare the young man with the Apostle Peter in the passage.

Other: Do a picture study of Christ and the Rich Young Ruler by Heinrich Hofmann.

! Living in Heaven with Jesus
22
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Lesson 17: Making Bargains with God (part 2)

Bible Text: Matthew 20:1-16

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

vineyard!

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children retell the last lesson about the rich young man.
2. Jesus loved to teach by telling stories or parables. Today’s lesson is about a
master who hires workers for his vineyard.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 20:1-7.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 20:8-16.
Student narration.

P wnNPR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. The master of the house was very generous with the workers who arrived late.
Does this tell us anything about God?

Other: Do a picture study of Johann Christian Brand’s Parable of the Workers in the
Vineyard.

! A place where grapes are grown
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Lesson 18: Going Up to Jerusalem to Die

Bible Text: Matthew 20:17-34

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Sons of Zebedee? Jerusalem

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson about the parable of the vineyard.
2. AslJesus is going to Jerusalem (show on the atlas), he will begin to tell his
disciples that he must die, but they don’t understand.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 20:17-19.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 20:20-28.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 20:29-34.
Student narration.

o vk wnNR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Jesus tells us that the greatest is the one who serves. He will soon go to the cross
to die for all our sins as the greatest act of service and love.
2. What do we learn about Jesus from his treatment of the blind man?

Other: Do a picture study of Christ Healing the Blind by Nicolas Poussin.

! James and John, two of Jesus’s disciples
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Lesson 19: The Triumphal Entry

Bible Text: Matthew 21:1-17

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary
Jerusalem colt!
Mount of Olives Hosanna?
Bethany

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children find Jerusalem and Bethany on p. 22 of their Bible atlas.
2. Find a drawing or painting of Jerusalem at the time of Christ. For one example go
to: http://emp.byui.edu/satterfieldb/rel211/jerusalem.htm

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 21:1-7.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 21:8-11.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 21:12-17.
Student narration.

oV, wNPRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. How do the common people of Jerusalem treat Jesus?
2. Jesus calls the temple “a house of prayer,” what do you think that means?

Other: Find a map of Jerusalem at the time of Christ with the major places labeled.

! A young male horse
2 An expression of adoration, praise, or joy
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Lesson 20: Warnings in the Temple

Bible Text: Matthew 21:18-46

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Chief Priests

Pharisees

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson about the triumphal entry of Jesus.
2. Intoday’s lesson, Jesus continues to stress the importance of faith and gives a
warning to the chief priests and the Pharisees.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 21:18-22.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 21:23-27.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 21:28-32.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 21:33-46.
Student narration.

O NO U R WN R

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Jesus is telling these stories to warn the Pharisees. What should they do?

Other: Do a picture study of Christ and the Barren Fig Tree by Giandomenico Tiepolo.
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Lesson 21: Enemies Laying Snares for Him

Bible Text: Matthew 22:1-46

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Pharisees

Caesar

Sadducees

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson about Jesus in the Temple.

2. Inthis lesson, Jesus tells more parables and his enemies try to trap him. He is able
to wisely avoid their traps.

3. Jesus also answers a very important question: “What is the greatest
commandment in the law?”

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 22:1-14.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 22:15-22.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 22:23-33.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 22:34-40.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 22:41-46.
10. Student narration.

WO NOLAEWDNRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. What are the two greatest commandments?
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Lesson 22: Anger and Pity

Bible Text: Matthew 23:1-39

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary
Scribes Jerusalem
Pharisees

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the previous lesson. Ask the children what to name the
two greatest commandments.

2. Inthis lesson, Jesus gives the scribes and Pharisees a very stern warning, and
then he shows his pity on the people of Jerusalem.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 23:1-15.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 23:16-24.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 23:25-28.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 23:29-36.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 23:37-39.
10. Student narration.

O N WNR

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:
1. Discuss one or two things we might learn from the negative example of the

scribes and Pharisees.

Other: Do a picture study of Woe unto You Scribes and Pharisees by James Tissot.
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Lesson 23: How He Sets Us to Wait Until He Comes

Bible Text: Matthew 24:1-4 and 24:36-25:13

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

virgins?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the previous lesson concerning Jesus’s warnings to the
Pharisees.
2. Intoday’s lesson, Jesus teaches us how to wait for his return.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 24:1-4.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 24:36-44.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 24:45-51.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 25:1-13.
Student narration.

O NOUAEWDNPRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. We do not know when Jesus will return, but what things can we do to prepare for
his return?

Other: Do a picture study of the fresco from the High Decani Monastery, Kosovo, Serbia
or The Ten Virgins by John Melhuish Strudwick.

! Innocent young women
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Lesson 24: How He Sets Us Our Work Until He Comes

Bible Text: Matthew 25:14-46

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

talents?

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the previous lesson about how to wait for His return.
2. Intoday’s lesson, Jesus gives us another parable and then tells us about the last
judgement when he returns.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 25:14-23.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 25:24-30.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 25:31-40.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 25:41-46.
Student narration.

O NO LA WNE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Jesus says that when we do certain things, we are doing them to and for him.
What are those things?
2. Can we do something this week “as unto” Jesus?

! Large sum of money
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Lesson 25: Four Scenes Before the End

Bible Text: Matthew 26:1-29

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Caiaphas Bethany Passover!

Judas Iscariot

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the previous lesson. Discuss something you did “as unto”
Jesus this past week.

2. Inthis lesson, Jesus will be betrayed by one of his own disciples and he will have a
last meal with his disciples which all Christians continue to celebrate even today.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 26:1-13.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 26:14-25.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 26:26-29.
Student narration.

o unhkwnNeE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. You might want to compare the woman who anoints Jesus with Judas, observing
how they treat money in relation to Jesus.
2. Discuss your church’s practice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper.

Other: Do a picture study of either Carl Bloch’s Last Supper or Leonardo da Vinci’s Last
Supper.

! Special meal to remember the Exodus of Israel from Egypt
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Lesson 26: Gethsemane

Bible Text: Matthew 26:30-56

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary
Peter Mount of Olives
Judas Gethsemane

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson about Jesus’s betrayal by Judas and the
Last Supper.

2. Inthis lesson, Jesus, betrayed by Judas, will be arrested while praying in the
garden of Gethsemane.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 26:30-35.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 26:36-46.
Student narration.
Parent reads Matthew 26:47-56.
Student narration.

oV ks wNPRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:
1. Discuss the agony of Christ in the garden and his will to obey his Father.

Other: Do a picture study of Taking of Christ by Caravaggio.
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Lesson 27: The Mock Trial

Bible Text: Matthew 26:57-75

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names

Places

Vocabulary

Caiaphas

Peter

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the children recall the last lesson about Jesus’s arrest.
2. Jesus is now going to be taken and put on trial.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for

narration.

Student narration.

P wnNPR

Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 26:57-68.

Parent reads Matthew 26:69-75.

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Itis very sad that Christ’s disciples abandon him after his arrest.
2. What do you think will happen to Peter?

Other: Do a picture study of either Adam de Coster’s The Denial of Peter or Carl Bloch’s

Peter’s Denial.
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Lesson 28: The Crucifixion

Bible Text: Matthew 27:1-56

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Judas Golgotha

Pilate

Barabbas

Centurion

Simon the Cyrene

Mary and Mary Magdalene

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Recall the last lesson about Jesus’s trial.
2. Remind the children that this will be a very sad story, but we know it won’t end in
sadness.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 27:1-14.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 27:15-26.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 27:27-44.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 27:45-56.
Student narration.

O N A WNRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Reflect on the love that God demonstrates by his humiliation and death for us.
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Lesson 29: The King of Glory

Bible Text: Matthew 27:57-28:20

Written on a white board or mentioned to the children before reading:

Names Places Vocabulary

Joseph of Arimathea

Mary Magdalene

Pilate

First Little Talk to set up the following lesson:

1. Have the students recall the last lesson about Christ’s Crucifixion.
2. This lesson will be about the most important event in all of history.

Read the Scriptures reverently, carefully, and with just expression. Then ask for
narration.

Parent reads Matthew 27:57-66.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 28:1-10.
Student narration.

Parent reads Matthew 28:11-20.
Student narration.

oV, wNPRE

Second Little Talk to have the children bring out the ideas in the text:

1. Share the joy that Christ has defeated death to give us life.

Other: Do a picture study of the Resurrection fresco at the Chora Church in
Constantinople (modern Istanbul).
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Art Selections
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Lesson 1 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

The Adoration of the Magi by Peter Paul Rubens, 1609. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 6 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

Storm on the Sea of Galilee by Rembrandt, 1633. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 11 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Parable of the Sower by Pieter Bruegel the Elder, 1557. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 14 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Let the Children Come to Me by Carl Vogel von Vogelstein, 1805. www.fineartamerica.com.
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Lesson 16 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Christ and the Rich Young Ruler by Heinrich Hofmann, c. 1889. Wikimedia, Public Domain.
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Lesson 17 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard by Johann Christian Brand, 1769. Web Gallery of Art.
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Lesson 18 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

Christ Healing the Blind by Nicolas Poussin, 1650. Web Gallery of Art.
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Lesson 20 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Christ and the Barren Fig Tree by Giandomenico Tiepolo, 1727-1804. www.artnet.com
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Lesson 22 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture
study.)

Woe unto You Scribes and Pharisees by James Tissot, 1886-1894. Wikimedia, Public Domain.
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Lesson 23 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

BIAPABOAM &l 2€kA rdbeNel

Parable of the Ten Virgins from the High Decani Monastery Kosovo, Serbia, 14" Century.

Iconreader.wordpress.com
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Lesson 23 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

The Ten Virgins by John Melhuish Strudwick, date unknown. artnet.com.
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Lesson 25 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

The Last Supper by Carl Bloch, late 19*" century. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 25 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci, 1495. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 26 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

Taking of Christ by Caravaggio, 1602. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 27 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

The Denial of Peter by Adam de Coster, 1607-1643. Wikiart, Public Domain.
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Lesson 27 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

Peter’s Denial by Carl Bloch, 19 century. Wikimedia, Public Domain.

52

@1




Lesson 29 art

(This image is for reference. An online version with higher resolution is suggested for use with picture

study.)

Resurrection fresco at the Chora Church in Constantinople (modern Istanbul),
Wikimedia, Public Domain.
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